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Since November 1998, Delta Sigma Theta, Head Start Program, Inc. (Delta) has occupied 1,280 

rentable square feet (Premises) of the County-owned facility located at 905 East 52nd Street, Los Angeles. 

 Pursuant to a gratis lease agreement with the County of Los Angeles, Delta has used the facility to 

provide comprehensive education and cultural development to children from low-income families through 

its Head Start & State Preschool program.     

 
Recently Delta was informed by its managing agency, the Los Angeles County Office of Education, 

that it was realigning responsibilities for some of its delegate agencies and had assigned the Los Angeles 

Urban League (UL) to operate the Head Start & State Preschool program, which would replace Delta at 

the Premises.  Under UL’s direction, the Head Start & State Preschool program will continue to ensure 

that the community’s children benefit from the same level of education and social skills as students in 

private preschools.   

       
Through its involvement in this program, UL has served more than 37,300 children throughout the 

greater Los Angeles area by providing children with the skills necessary to succeed in elementary school. 

 UL’s Head Start & State Preschool program consists of over 200 employees, 33 educational sites, a 

central food preparation facility and an administrative office.        

 
In order to affect a smooth operational transfer from Delta to UL, the parties have established July 

1, 2009 as the transition date.  It was thought that Delta, who has over three years remaining on its lease 

with the County, would assign its lease rights over to UL for the remaining term.  However, the lease 

agreement specifically prohibits the assignment of Delta’s lease rights.  
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Since approval of a new lease agreement with UL seemingly could not be successfully negotiated 

and completed prior to July 1, UL is seeking approval of a right of entry permit (Permit) as an interim 

measure to allow UL immediate occupancy of the Premises by the established transition date in order to 

keep the program operating without undue delay or interruption.  This will also provide adequate time to 

negotiate a new lease agreement with UL.    

 
Granting the Permit and authorizing the negotiations for a lease agreement with UL on a gratis 

basis will benefit the County constituency because of UL’s strong commitment to provide programs which 

address the growing educational and social needs of under-served communities throughout the greater 

Los Angeles area. 

 
            I, THEREFORE, AS AUTHORIZED BY GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 26227, MOVE THAT 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

 
1. Make a finding that the facility located at 905 East 52nd Street, Los Angeles is not needed for 

exclusive County use or operations; 
 
2. Make a finding that the programs and services provided by UL to the local community serve 

public purposes which benefit the County and its residents; 
 

3. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to issue a Right of Entry Permit to UL on a short 
term basis in order for UL to have immediate access to the Premises; 

 
4. Make a finding that the proposed gratis lease agreement for use of the Premises by UL is 

categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15301 (Existing Facilities) and 
Class 1 of the County’s Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines; and 

 
5. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to negotiate a lease agreement for an initial five-

year gratis term with option rights for two additional five-year terms for UL to use the facility 
pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth in the lease, and instruct the Chairman to 
execute said lease upon presentation by CEO to the Executive Officer – Clerk of the Board, 
after review and approval by County Counsel. 
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